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port against his own native country ?" Knox
answered the libel, as his wont was, next Sunday,
from the pulpit. He justified the " First Blast"
with all the old arrogance ; there is no drawing
back there. The regiment of women is repugnant
to nature, contumely to God, and a subversion of
good order, as before. When he prays for the
maintenance of Elizabeth's estate, he is only follow-
ing the example of those prophets of God who
warned and comforted the wicked kings of Israel;
or of Jeremiah, who bade the Jews pray for the
prosperity of Nebuchadnezzar. As for the Queen's
aid, there is no harm in that: quia (these are his
own words) quia omnia munda mundis: because
to the pure all things are pure. One thing, in
conclusion, he " may not pretermit;" to give the
lie in the throat to his accuser, where he charges
him with seeking support against his native
country. "What I have been to my country,"
said the old Reformer, " What I have been to my
country, albeit this unthankful age will not know,
yet the ages to come will be compelled to bear
witness to the truth. 'And thus I cease, requiring
of all men that have anything to oppone against
me, that he may (they may) do it so plainly, as
that I may make myself and all my doings mani-
fest to the world. For to me it seemeth a thing
unreasonable, that, in this my decrepit age, I shall